
 

 

EARLY EDUCATION PROVIDER 
 
Donnington Doorstep is seeking a provider for Early Education in the pre-school years (age 2 
– 5 years) to be hosted at Donnington Doorstep.   
 
Donnington Doorstep is an independent community based family centre, delivering 
universal and specialist services for children, young people and families in the Donnington 
area of Oxford City.  
 
Based in East Oxford, Donnington Doorstep provides a safe, welcoming home-from-home 
environment where children, young people, parents and carers can come freely, play, make 
friends and get support in an informal way. 
 
Doorstep aims to increase happiness; physical, mental and emotional well-being as well as 
improving life chances for socially excluded children and young people. We work to develop 
a strong, safe and integrated community. 
 
Donnington Doorstep is committed to providing 24 places for 2 – 5 year olds of which not 
less than 16 places must be full offer funded places to 2 year olds in accordance with our 
agreement with Oxfordshire County Council. Donnington Estate faces many challenges in 
terms of socio-economic deprivation and has a strong and long established community 
which Doorstep is at the heart of.  
 
This is an exciting opportunity to work together to ensure the best outcomes for our 
children in their early years.  
 
PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENT  
 
The provider will be a User group and will have a three year User group agreement with 
annual review.  The provider will have primary use of purpose built Pre-School premises at 
Donnington Doorstep.  Access to resources and learning equipment (to be specified) will 
come as part of the User group agreement.  We request the provider to have a designated 
manager who will be linked to the management team at Donnington Doorstep to ensure 
appropriate information share, effective family support, and smooth operational 
arrangements.  The User group agreement can be terminated on either side with 3 months’ 
notice (or two full terms).  
 
COST 
 
The provider will pay an agreed User group fee on a quarterly basis in advance to include a 
proportion of operational management, building and maintenance costs.  The fee will be 
reviewed annually and will be set by the Board at Donnington Doorstep.  



 

 

 
The annual fee for 2020/21 is set at £28,000.   
 
There will be a deposit of £750 to cover any damages over and above wear and tear.     
 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST AND SELECTION PROCESS 
 
Interested providers are invited to visit Donnington Doorstep and view the Pre-School 
setting by arrangement with the Rebecca Durrant (Operations Manager) This would be an 
opportunity for Providers to gain an understanding of the ethos of Donnington Doorstep 
and ensure the Pre-School setting would be appropriate. 
 
Following the initial visit, Providers are requested to email Rebecca expressing their interest 
and providing a Mission statement including values, Equal Opportunities policy, 
Safeguarding policy and protocol, a brief history of the provider, and summary of accounts 
for the past 2 years. 
 
The next step would be for the Operations Manager and a Trustee of Donnington Doorstep 
will make a site visit to the Provider and arrange a semi-structured conversation with the 
provider.   
 
Providers will need to demonstrate the ‘right fit’ with the values and ethos at Donnington 
Doorstep and be able to satisfy due diligence undertaken by Donnington Doorstep including 
financial stability, business plan and market place position, examination of safeguarding 
policy and protocols, commitment to safe working and adherence to health & safety 
requirements.   
 
Rebecca Durrant can be contacted on rebecca.durrant@donnington-doorstep.org.uk or 
01865 727 721 
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